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perly formed unless it included these representatives of Model
the people.  Thus Edward's Parliament of 1295 is always ment."
called the " Model Parliament", as it gave an example
to all others to copy.

Of course Parliament of those days differed much
from the Parliaments we know.   It was one house, not Powers of
two, for until Edward II Ps reign both lords and com- mentfnthe
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mons sat together. Now the commons are much the more century.
powerful, but then the lords held the chief power. Now
the monarch follows the wishes of Parliament in the
choice of his ministers; then he did not consult its wishes.
Now Parliament meets every year, and is in session almost
all the year round; then it met at long intervals, and
its sessions were short. But in spite of these differences,
in nature Parliament of to-day is as it was then: it
refuses to allow the king to take taxes; it asks him to
consent to new laws which it has made; and on occasions
we may find it exercising very great power. It could
dethrone kings who governed badly. For instance, it
assisted to depose Edward Fs own son, Edward II; and,
eighty years later, it supported Henry IV, when he com-
pelled Richard II to abdicate. We cannot, indeed, say
that it ruled England all the time, or that it undertook
all branches of government as it does now; but it had
made a beginning and we shall see its activities and its
authority steadily increase.